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Jerusalem 

  7.2.2022 

To: Jewish Communities Around the Globe 

 

RE: GROSS VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE WEST BANK 

 

Dear friends, 

 

 We are a group of Israeli human rights activists operating in the rural areas 

("Area C") of the West Bank and of concerned Israeli citizens. Evidence we witness 

daily confirms that the Israeli government has targeted these areas for future 

annexation, and has therefore pursued a series of policies designed to drive as many 

Palestinian farmers as possible off the land and into urban centers in areas A&B. These 

policies include a total ban on any construction, forced evictions, demolition of homes 

and agricultural facilities, confiscation of land, blocking and destroying roads, 

restriction of access to water, intimidation, nightly invasions of private homes, 

arbitrary arrests and so on. The goal is clearly to dispossess much of the Palestinian 

population in Area C, which Israel seeks to annex. 

 

 In recent years we have seen a dramatic escalation of settler and army violence, 

which has become a daily occurrence and has made Palestinian lives unbearable. The 

settlers cut down or burn olive trees, kill sheep, invade homes, destroy property, and 

attack people. We often see soldiers stand by while settlers attack Palestinian farmers 

or shepherds. Frequently the soldiers participate in the activities by arresting those 

Palestinians who are trying to defend themselves from the settlers 

 

 We are aware of the inconvenience, maybe antagonism this letter may cause, 

but the IDF, the effective sovereign in the territories, carries out the policy of the 

Israel’s government and is executing this de facto annexation. As suggested by the 

name of our group, we deliver the distressing, painful reality with no filters, in the 

most authentic form, observed by activists.  
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 Sadly, most Israelis seem to have the ability to “ignore” the crimes committed 

in their name by their government and the IDF. Israeli media coverage of the occupied 

territories is very sparse, and it is easy for the Israeli public to look the other way. 

Signs are growing that the tense situation in the occupied territories is about to 

explode in a new wave of violence. The only hope of halting the deterioration is 

intervention by the international community, and especially by the United States. 

 

 For years we have been watching in amazement and disappointment as the 

United States, the champion of democracy and human rights, provides support – 

diplomatic, financial, and military – to the State of Israel, even while Israel commits 

grave human-rights violations and continues policies that the U.S publicly considers 

illegal and harmful to the cause of peace and world order. Equally disappointing are the 

other western countries, who claim to be highly committed to human rights, but 

refrain from taking any steps against Israel other than occasional weak verbal protests. 

 

 We understand that you share our criticism of the Israeli government's policies 

in the occupied territories and of the grave human rights violations there. But we doubt 

that you also share the feeling of urgency and despair that we have as we witness the 

reality on a daily basis, as well as our anxiety for Israel's future character if current 

social trends continue. As Israelis, we have not yet given up on the possibility to 

“influence from within” but feel obliged to seek foreign support.  We wish to work 

together with you to put pressure on your administration to stop looking away from 

the crimes of the occupation and apply real pressure on Israel to abide by international 

law and respect for human rights and to stop the harassment of Palestinians. 

 

 

CHAIRPERSON 

Guy Hirschfeld 
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