



H.E. Mr. Samuel Zbogar,                                                                                                                                         President of the Security Council                                                                                                                         United Nations, New York                                                                                 Jerusalem, September 23, 2024

Your Excellency,
I am writing again to express my deep concerns regarding the dangerous escalation along the Blue Line, derived from Hezbollah's systematic violations of UNSCR 1701 (2006), its armed presence and activities in South Lebanon and its ongoing hostilities against Israel since October 8, 2023.

Yesterday, Hezbollah carried out a large-scale, indiscriminate attack on the Haifa region in northern Israel, placing an additional 500,000 Israeli civilians within range of fire.

[bookmark: _Hlk177904642]Hezbollah’s persistent attempts to attack Israel do not cease. In order to defend its population from Hezbollah’s attacks and ongoing threats, Israel acted last week in Beirut against Hezbollah's leadership to thwart their plan to infiltrate the Galilee region and execute terror attacks against Israel, similar to those committed by Hamas on October 7th. 

Israel is not interested in a full-scale war. However, we will take all necessary measures to protect ourselves and our citizens in accordance with international law, as part of the ongoing armed conflict against Hezbollah.
Iran is the mastermind behind Hezbollah's relentless aggression against Israel since October 8th. Iran guides, trains, and arms Hezbollah and its proxies - including the Houthis that operate against Israel and the international coalition, and transfers ballistic missiles that are threatening Ukraine and Europe. The international community must increase sanctions on Iran, including designating the IRGC as a terrorist organization.
We need to remind ourselves how we arrived at this situation. On October 8, 2023, Hezbollah launched unprovoked attacks on Israel, representing a serious violation of Resolution 1701. These assaults, which Hezbollah claimed were intended to assist Hamas in its war in Gaza, have intensified in recent months. Among others, a rocket indiscriminately launched by Hezbollah hit Majdel Shams and resulted in the tragic deaths of 12 innocent children playing in a soccer field.

Since October 8, 2023, more than 8,300 rockets, approximately 1,500 anti-tank missiles, and hundreds of explosive UAVs have been fired by Hezbollah and other terrorist groups in Lebanon against Israel. 
Additionally, there have been several infiltrations attempts from Lebanon into Israeli territory, all of which were fortunately thwarted. These attacks have led to the death of 49 Israelis and left hundreds injured.                    

Consequently, over 70,000 Israeli citizens in northern Israel have been forced to leave their homes and have become internally displaced.






Hezbollah has also facilitated terrorist activities from Lebanese territory carried out by groups such as Hamas, while initiating terror operations inside Israel aimed at targeting Israeli personalities. The state of Lebanon has been continuously unable or unwilling to halt these attacks emanating from its territory.

Over the past year, Israel has demonstrated its willingness to seek a diplomatic solution with Lebanon that would facilitate the safe return of the displaced Israeli citizens to their homes in northern Israel, as well as the return of Lebanese internally displaced civilians to their villages in southern Lebanon. This diplomatic approach aimed to ensure the implementation of Resolution 1701. Israel has engaged constructively with key stakeholders; however, Hezbollah has refused to support a diplomatic arrangement, instead linking the issue to a ceasefire in Gaza.

As a result of this stance, along with Hezbollah's strategy of prolonged attrition and the escalation of attacks on northern Israel, Israel has been compelled to take measures for its self-defense. While Israel has exercised remarkable restraint over the past 11 months, we will not tolerate the ongoing war of attrition that Hezbollah and its patron, Iran, are attempting to impose on the people of Israel. 

Even before October 8, Israel repeatedly warned the Security Council and UNIFIL about Hezbollah's increasing military entrenchment on both sides of the Litani River. Now, this Council must act to bring about a full implementation of UNSCR 1701, and to guarantee that there are no armed personnel, assets, and weapons between the Blue Line and the Litani River, other than those of the Government of Lebanon and UNIFIL.

Hezbollah deliberately deploys its arms within civilian infrastructure in Lebanon, using the civilian population as human shields. Israel has been monitoring this attempt and will act in order to protect its population from Hezbollah's attacks. Israel has given advanced warning to the civilians in Lebanon located near buildings and areas used by Hezbollah for military purposes, and advised them to move out of harms away immediately, for their own safety. 

I call upon the Security Council to condemn in the strongest terms the recent attack launched by Hezbollah under the guidance of its Iranian patron, and their relentless attempts to destabilize the region. 

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration. Furthermore, I would appreciate it if this letter would be circulated among the members of the Security Council.  


                                                                                                                         Sincerely, 
                                                                                                                         Israel Katz
                                                                                                                         Minister of Foreign Affairs
